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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Members,
I hope that you have enjoyed a
pleasant round of holidays and stand
looking outward to a bright and
exciting new year. It is always nice
to have passed the solstice, an event
long appreciated by the subjects of
our research, (both prehistoric and
historic) and begin experiencing the
lengthening of the daylight hours,
especially since that means that we
will soon again be able to get back
into the field.
To help alleviate the tedium until
the days are finally long enough to
enjoy archaeology in the field, there
are some up-coming events that we
wish to bring to your attention.
Most notable in this regard is the
annual FOSSA meeting and lecture,
this year being given by James
Adovasio. Jim is no stranger to the
ASC having been a key note speaker
for our spring 1983 meeting in New
Britain. At that time he was just
beginning to publicize his dramatic
discoveries at Meadowcroft Rock
Shelter whose pre Clovis dates of
16,000 YPB have revolutionized
our thinking about the end of the
Paleolithic in the New World. Jim
is a dynamic speaker and his talk on
January 24th promises to be as
galvanic as the last time we heard

him speak. (See further details on
the last page of this newsletter.)
At our fall meeting in Fairfield we
were proud to announce the first
Lyent Russell Archaeological Grant
award.
Lynn-Marie Wieland of
Ridgefield was the recipient of $700
to help defray the expense for Radio
Carbon dating a Paleo component of
the site that she is currently
excavating in Ridgefield. We are
especially pleased to make this
award in Lyent’s name since it will
add to our knowledge of
Connecticut prehistory, a goal
around which he molded his life.
We eagerly await the results of
Lynn-Marie’s work which she has
promised to share with the Society.
Look for an application for the next
Lyent Russell Grant in the next
newsletter.
The Board will be meeting shortly
after this newsletter appears to plan
this coming spring’s annual meeting
in Essex on April 18th. This will be
the 75th anniversary meeting and the
Board is working on a program
summarizing
the
past
accomplishment in Connecticut and
indicating some of its future
directions. Further details on this
meeting will appear in the next
newsletter, but because of this
meeting’s special nature, it is one
that you will want to mark off on
your calendar now.
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I also wish to remind you of the
Society’s Web Site maintained by
Dawn and Jay McMahon. If you
have not visited it recently, I
strongly suggest that you do so.
Here is a wonderful and easy way to
get the latest breaking news of
archaeological discoveries from
around the world, as well as here in
the US. I also recommend visiting
the Blogs. It contains some
marvelous discussions on various
archaeological and anthropological
topics and offers an opportunity for
you to participate in the discussion.
The Board joins with me in thanking
Jay and Dawn for their thorough and
time consuming work maintaining
this site. (Continued on P.2)
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President’s Message – (continued
from P.1)
On a more personal note, it is with
sadness that I mention the death of
Dave Cook. I first got to know
Dave in the mid 1960s when he
would pick me up at Trinity College
on Sundays to go to the Ben
Hollister site in Glastonbury where
he and Andy Kowalski taught me
the rudiments of excavation. He
became one of the best field
archaeologists I have known. His
contributions to the field were quiet
but always well informed and very
well thought out. His writings were
few, but what he did write was
always well done and contributed to
our knowledge of prehistory. Most
notably, he was always willing to
give
time
to
help
fellow
archaeologists, as he did after
retirement when he devoted great
amounts of time to helping the State
Archaeologist in his travels around
the state. He will be sorely missed.
In closing, I want to remind you that
this is your Society, and that we are
always in need of your help and
assistance to maintain its viability
and strength. Please feel free to
approach any of us on the board
with suggestions and ideas. Even
more importantly we can use you
help on the Board to work with us
on program planning as well as
some of the other activities we wish
to maintain, such as membership
records and recruitment, and help
with the Bulletin and Newsletter.
As always I look forward to seeing
you at the FOSA meting in a few
weeks and at our spring meeting in
April.
Dan Cruson
President

Have You Checked Our
Website Recently?
Visit us at
www.connarchaeology.org
for the latest information about the
ASC, archaeology in our region, and

an electronic version of this
newsletter, constantly updated by
our webmasters Jay and Dawn
McMahon. Buy books and other
merchandise
from
the
ASC
Bookstore and help benefit your
society!

NEWS FROM OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS

FOSA now has its own website! Go
to www.fosa-ct.org and view our
Home page. Want to learn more?
Click on the various links and see
what a professional job Jim Hall, a
FOSA Board member, and the
Website Committee, has produced.
We hope to see many of you at the
Twelfth Annual Meeting of FOSA
on Saturday, January 24, 2:00 p.m.
James Adovasio, Ph.D. will talk
about his work at the Meadowcroft
Rockshelter
in
Pennsylvania.
(Please see the last page of this
newsletter for details.)

Connecticut
Archaeology Center

Sunday, Mar. 15, 2009, 3:00 PM
The Maize Revolution: Myth or
Reality? Dr. Kevin McBride, Dept.
of Anthropology, UConn
Biology/Physics Building, Rm. 130
No registration needed - Free

To register for a program or for
more information, contact the
Connecticut Archaeology Center at
860-486-4460 or E-mail to
www.cac.uconn.edu

This year at the Goffe House
We didn’t do any new digging at the
Goffe House this season. Thanks to
Dawn and Jay McMahon the
decorated ceramics recovered from
the site have been classified. Both
stopped by and examined the
ceramics and grouped common
types together. Later on I will put
together a list of the ceramic types
they came up with.
This past season, I conducted a dig
at the Southington rockshelter where
the famous Old Leather Man spent
the winter of 1888.
Fred Gudrian, President

Sunday, Feb. 1, 2009, 3:00 PM
Algonkian Indian Influences on
Yankee Foodways, Dr. Margaret
Bruchac, Dept. of Anthropology,
UConn Avery Point
Biology/Physics Building, Rm. 130
No registration needed - Free
Sunday, Feb. 8, 2009, 3:00 PM
Seeds, Glorious Seeds! Examining
Food Use in Antiquity, Dr. Alexia
Smith, Dept. of Anthropology,
UConn.
Biology/Physics Building, Rm. 130
No registration needed - Free

2

American
Institute of
Archaeology

The New Haven Society of AIA will
host the following lectures at Yale
University, Phelps Hall, Room 407:

Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at
4:30 PM
Susan Rotroff, Washington
University (Solow Lecture)
The Unsolved Mystery of the Agora
Bone Well

Tuesday, March 24, 2009 at 4:30
PM
Andrea Berlin, University of
Minnesota (Joukowsky Lecture)
New Light on the Period of the
Maccabees: Excavations at Tel
Kedesh

New Haven Society Contact
Lisa Brody
203-436-3575
lisa.brody@yale.edu

The Hartford Society of AIA will
host the following lectures at Trinity
College, McCook Hall Auditorium:
Monday, February 09, 2009 at
8:00 PM
Deborah Carlson, Texas A&M
University
The Tektas Burnu Shipwreck:
Shedding New Light on Classical
Ionia

Monday, March 23, 2009 at 8:00
PM
Andrea Berlin, University of
Minnesota (Joukowsky Lecture)
New Light on the Period of the
Maccabees: Excavations at Tel
Kedesh
Hartford Society Contact
Martha Risser
860-297-2386
martha.risser@trincoll.edu

CRM Reports
The following table is a sample of Cultural Resource Management (CRM) activity in Connecticut. This is a list of CRM reports
transferred from State Historic Preservation Office to the public archive at UConn, shared with us courtesy of Dave Poirier,
Staff Archaeologist.

Rep #
1698
1699
1700
1701
1702
1703
1704
1705
1706
1707
1708
1709
1710
1711
1712
1713
1714
1715
1716
1717
1718
1719
1720
1721
XXX
XXX
XXX
XXX

CRM Reports Transferred to UConn's Dodd Center
Year Subject
2008 Iroquois Gas washout repair, Milford
2008 Glenbrook Cables transmission project, Darien, Norwalk &
Stamford
Walwer & Walwer
2008 Railroad Station parking garage, Stratford
Sperling & Torp
2008 Grassy Hill Road cell tower, Lyme
Sperling & Torp
2008 Jones Hill Road cell tower, East Haddam
Sperling & Torp
2008 Dinglebrook Road cell tower, Newtown
Sperling & Torp
2008 Paper Mill Road cell tower, Woodbury
Raber
2008 Intermodal Transportation facility improvements, New London
Harper & Harper
2008 Brown-Elton Tavern, Burlington
Forrest & Clouette
2008 Bolton Lakes sewer expansion, Bolton & Vernon
Heritage Consultants
2008 Stafford Road cell tower, Mansfield
Heritage Consultants
2008 345-kV transmission line separation, Manchester
Gillis & Heitert
2008 Hempsted Houses, New London
Drake & West
2008 Daniels Avenue cell tower, Waterford
Carini & Associates
2008 Quiet Meadow subdivision, Mansfield
Paddock
2006 Beckley Furnace tailrace, North Canaan
Paddock
2006 Beckley Furnace turbine, North Canaan
Raber
2008 Singer-Housatonic River transmission line, Bridgeport &
Stratford
Clouette, Jones & Harper
2008 Liberty Crossing shopping center, Stonington
Jones & Forrest
2006 Liberty Crossing phase 1b, Stonington
Heritage Consultants
2008 Plainfield Pike cell towers, Sterling
Harper, Jones & Clouette
2008 Hammonassett Beach State Park, Madison
Wiegand & Brown
2008 Noice Properties subdivision, Redding
Harper
2008 Hebrew Farmers Creamery site, Montville
Clouette
2008 105 Newgate Road research, East Granby
Stewart
2008 The Nike Story & Operation Hole Card
Hampton et al.
2008 Naval Weapons Industrial Reserve Plant (Kaman), Bloomfield,
documentation
Raber & Gordon
2008 Moodus Reservoir Dam, East Haddam, documentation
Authors
Lesniak
Raber
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The Institute for American Indian Studies
Washington, CT
860-868-0518

Calendar of Events
January — March 2009
New Exhibits - Made of Thunder, Made of Glass: American Indian
Beadwork of the Northeast”
In the early 19th century the growth of tourism played a crucial role in the beadwork made by
Native Americans of the Northeast. Sensing the desire and needs of the Euro-Americans for
stylish Native crafts, the Indians of New England quickly adapted their traditional beadwork into
designs and patterns sought after by Europeans opening a new tourist market.
Over 100 intricately Native American beaded bags, purses and hats dating from 1800 to 1900
from the collection of Gerry Biron and Jo Anne Russo will be on display in the George A.G.
Darlow Hall beginning January 18th through June 2009. Contemporary portraits of Native
People adorned with images of the beadwork complete the exhibit. All of the paintings are by
Gerry Biron.

Litchfield Hills Archaeology Club
For the months of January and February the Litchfield Hills Archaeology Club will suspend its
monthly meetings due to inclement weather. Lectures will resume in March (see page 4) with
the annual dig to begin in late May.

Sunday, March 8, 2009

3:00 pm

“Putting a Face on Ancient People” presented by Tom Lake, archaeologist and professor of
anthropology at the State University of New York, Dutchess Community College in
Poughkeepsie. Historians have the benefit of ethnography, eye-witnesses, the written record,
etc., in creating their stories of the past. Prehistorians, however, and American archaeologists in
particular, are at a great disadvantage having access to none of these sources of information.
We are left, essentially, with the archaeological record, in various forms, from which to create
our stories. In some instances, only 5%-10% of the non-perishable material culture at a site
remains available for analysis. Join us in discovering how archaeologists put a face on ancient
Fee:
people, discover the human element, and the source of oral histories.
Free to Club Members/ $5 General Public

Please call or email Dr. Lavin for more information: 860-868-0518 x109 llavin.iais@charter.net

Artifact Identification Day
Sunday, February 22, 2009

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Discover the mystery behind your collections! Visitors, members and friends are invited to bring
their stone artifacts and Native American cultural items for identification by renowned
archaeologist and Director of Research and Collections Dr. Lucianne Lavin.
Limit 12 per
person please. Fee: Included in regular museum admission / IAIS Members free
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CURRENT RESEARCH

Putnam Park, Redding, CT: Revolutionary War re-enactor oversees the excavations. Diana Messer, assistant site director, takes notes in
the center. Pat Hickey, volunteer and discoverer of the casting fire pit kneels to the right. Photo by Samantha Mauro

Putnam Park Wrap-up
2008 Season
By Daniel Cruson
After a Hiatus of four years, Dan
Cruson with Diana Messer have
returned to Putnam Memorial Park
to excavate the remains of another
Revolutionary War era enlisted
men’s’ hut. Working with students
from Laurie Weinstein’s and Beth
Morrison’s classes from Western
Connecticut State College, they
spent the months of September and
October excavating an area at the
northern part of the Company Street
which has remain relatively
untouched
since
the
winter
encampment’s abandonment.

During the 1998 and 2002-04
seasons, two enlisted men’s’ huts
were partially excavated which
showed two distinctively different
ways of preparing the sites for hut
building. In October of 2007, I
delivered a paper at the Council for
Northeast Historical Archaeology
meeting at Buffalo, in which I
hypothesized that the differences
reflected distinct hutting traditions
and that the area between the two
huts may indicate a boundary
between the New Hampshire and
Canadian troops who were camped
at this location in that winter of
1778-79. In the ensuing discussion
I was challenged to prove this
hypothesis by extending my
investigation to the north and south
to see if the types of hut preparation
were consistently different in both
directions.
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With the encouragement of Nick
Bellantoni and the permission of the
Conn. Department of Environmental
Protection, Hut E52 which lies to
the north of the hut showing
virtually no preparation was
carefully excavated. As predicted,
several large stones were found that
had to have been in the hut at the
time it was occupied and which
would have extended at least nine
inches into the huts living space.
These rocks show that there was no
attempt to prepare the hut area
before wall construction began.
They were simply left in place as
they had been in the hut to the
immediate south. The hut to the
south of these two, on the other
hand had been carefully prepared by
the removal of several large
boulders from the hut floor, the
holes from which were clearly

backfilled and the rocks themselves
lined up outside of the north wall.
This helps strengthen the hut
boundary hypothesis, but further
work to the south is needed to see if
the tradition of hut preparation
continues in that direction.
In addition to the evidence for
military unit placement, numerous
artifacts were recovered that give us
a glimpse into the life of a
Continental soldier of the period.
The usual military artifacts such as
musket balls and gun flints were
recovered, but also several civilian
buttons were uncovered. A few
inches from one of these badly
broken buttons, a small pair of
scissors was found on the habitation
level, where the button replacement
was probably done. Finding such a
utensil in a position from which it
had been left 230 years ago forcibly
showed our students the romance of
archaeology in a way that cannot be
done in the classroom. This was as
good as Indiana Jones without the
dramatic music.
(All of these
artifacts will be curated with the
State Archaeologist except several
of the most instructive which will be
displayed at the Park’s small
museum.)
One other outstanding discovery
occurred in the final days of the
season when one of our outside
volunteers, Pat Hickey, discovered a
musket ball juxtaposed with a high
concentration of charcoal. Upon
excavation
that
charcoal
concentration proved to be a small
fire pit about ten inches in diameter
which had been dug into the hut’s
dirt floor about 5 feet in front and to
the right of the fireplace. As this
fire pit was dismantled, a piece of
casting slag was found within the
charcoal, proving that ammunition
casting was being practiced in the
hut and surprisingly not in the
fireplace, but rather in a casting
location in front of it. Just as we
were wrapping up the season, what
appears to be a second casting pit
was found about a foot to the west
of Pat’s Pit. This was carefully

covered with plastic and left for
future excavation in what is turning
into a continuing saga of discovery.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

a full analysis and synthesis of the
data, including the types and
distribution of the glyphs, and
interpretations of their meaning to
the native peoples, Lenik reveals a
wealth of new information on the
culture and lifeways of the Indians
of the Northeast.
Edward J. Lenik, is a Registered
Professional Archaeologist for
Sheffield Archaeological
Consultants, Wayne, New Jersey
280 pages, $36.00, paperback,
University of Alabama Press

Publications Transferred to
the Office of State
Archaeology-UCONN:
Harper, Ross K. (2008) Hunting,
Trapping & Fowling in Eighteenth
Century Connecticut. Museum of
Fur Trade Quarterly 44(2): 2-19.
Making Pictures in Stone:
American Indian Rock Art of the
Northeast, by Edward Lenik
The Indians of northeastern North
America are known to us primarily
through reports and descriptions
written by European explorers,
clergy, and settlers, and through
archaeological evidence.
An
additional invaluable source of
information is the interpretation of
rock art images and their
relationship to native peoples for
recording practical matters or
information, as expressions of their
legends and spiritual traditions, or
as simple doodling or graffiti. The
images in this book connect us
directly to the Indian peoples of the
Northeast, mainly Algonkian tribes
inhabiting eastern Pennsylvania,
Maryland and the lower Potomac
River Valley, New York, New
Jersey, the six New England States,
and Atlantic Canada.
Lenik provides a full range of rock
art appearances in the study area,
including
some
dendroglyphs,
pictographs, and a selection of
portable rock objects. By providing
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Medin, Anmarie (2007) Work
Camps: Historic Context &
archaeological Research Design
(Draft). California Dept. of
Transportation.
Sparks, Patrick (2007) Guide to
Evaluating Historic Iron & Steel
Bridges. Sparks Engineering Inc.
Ford, Ben, et al. (2008)
Archaeological Excavation of the
Mardi Gras Shipwreck (16CM01),
Gulf of Mexico Continental Slope.
Mineral Management Service.
Lewis, Berkeley R. (1972) Small
Arms Ammunition at the
International Exposition
Philadephia, 1876. Smithsonian
Institution Press.

CALENDAR
To help members plan their
calendars, we post the dates of
meetings of interest in Connecticut
and neighboring states.
Please
contact the editor with any meetings

you are aware of which you feel
would be of interest to the
membership.
March 19-22, 2009, Middle
Atlantic Archaeological Conference
(MAAC), Ocean City, MD
April 17-19, 2009, New York
Archaeological Association, 93rd
Annual Meeting, Victor, NY
th

April 18, 2009, ASC 75 Annual
Meeting, Essex, CT
April 22-26, 2009, Society for
American Archaeology, Atlanta, GA
May 28-31, 2009, Society for
Industrial Archaeology, Pittsburgh,
PA

ASC OFFICERS
Dan Cruson – President
174 Hanover Road
Newtown, CT 06470
Home Phone 203-426-6021
E-Mail: dcruson@charter.net
Robyn Swan Filippone – Secretary
985 Bronson Rd.
Fairfield, CT 06824
Home Phone 203-259-8440
Work Phone 203-259-0346
Cell 203-566-7740
E-Mail: rlsf99@optonline.net
Don Malcarne - Treasurer &
Membership
10 South Cove Lane
Essex, CT 06426
Phone 860-767-1191
E-Mail: dmalcarne@snet.net

Nick Bellantoni - State
Archaeologist
Office of State Archaeology
2019 Hillside Ave, U-1023
University of Connecticut
Storrs, CT 06269-1023
Home Phone 860-666-9648
Work Phone 860-486-5248
E-Mail:
nbell@uconnvm.uconn.edu
Dawn Brown – Director at Large
1714 Capitol Ave.
Bridgeport, CT 06604
Home Phone 203-335-8745
E-Mail: dawnlb@juno.com
Rob Wallace - Director at Large
33 Frank St.
Trumbull, CT 06611
Home Phone 203-452-1948
E-Mail: trowel4fun@aol.com
Diana Messer – Director at Large
376 Newtown Tpke
Redding, CT 06896
E-Mail: deahah@aol.com
Cell Phone 203-470-9395
Lee West - Newsletter Editor
366 Main Street
Wethersfield, CT 06109
Home Phone 860-721-1185
E-Mail: lfwest@sbcglobal.net

Editor’s Note:
ASC News is
published three times a year, in
September, January and March.
Please address inquiries and
contributions to future issues to ASC
News, Lee West - Editor, 366 Main
St., Wethersfield, CT 06109
E-Mail: lfwest@sbcglobal.net

Lucianne Lavin - Bulletin Editor
108 New Street
Seymour, CT 06483
Home Phone 203-888-8897
E-Mail: llavin.iais@charter.net
Ernie Wiegand II - E.S.A.F. Rep.
152 Silver Spring Road
Wilton, CT 06897
Home Phone 203-762-1972
Work Phone 203-857-7377
E-Mail:EWiegand@ncc.commnet.edu
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2009 DUES NOW PAYABLE
It’s time to renew your membership
for 2009. Check your mailing label
if you are unsure if you are current.
(The label may not reflect payments
received in the last month) If it
reads 08 or earlier, please fill out
the form and mail it back with your
check. Thanks!
I want to apply/renew membership
in the Archaeological Society of
Connecticut, Inc. (ASC) to promote
archaeological research, conservation and service. Enclosed are my
dues for the membership category:
(circle one)
Individual
Institutional
Life

$25.00
$40.00
$300.00

Name: ______________________
Address: ____________________
____________________________
Phone: (___) _________________
E-Mail: _____________________
Send to Don Malcarne, ASC
Treasurer, 10 South Cove Lane,
Essex, CT 06426-1422

TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING

FRIENDS OF THE OFFICE OF STATE ARCHAEOLOGY, INC.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 2009
Smith Middle School Auditorium
216 Addison Road, Glastonbury, Connecticut
1:00 WELCOME, BUSINESS MEETING, NOMINATIONS & ELECTION OF
DIRECTORS & OFFICERS
2:00

SPEAKER: Dr. James M. Adovasio is the director of the Mercyhurst Archaeological
Institute specializing in prehistory as well as the archaeology of North America,
Mesoamerica, and the former Soviet Union.
Dr. Adovasio’s presentation entitled “Early Human Populations in the New World: A
Biased Perspective” will cover his excavation of the Meadowcroft Rockshelter located 30
miles southwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Meadowcroft is recognized as the earliest
well-dated archaeological site in the Western Hemisphere with evidence of human
habitation dating back to 16,000 years ago.

The Meadowcroft Rockshelter

Dr. Adovasio is also the author of a number of books covering his work at the rock shelter. Books
covering his research will be available for purchase following the lecture and Dr. Adovasio will be
happy to sign a copy at that time.
The public is invited to attend this event, co-sponsored by FOSA and the Connecticut State
Museum of Natural History and Connecticut Archaeology Center. Current members of either
organization will be admitted without fee. A $12.00 donation is requested from all other
attendees. Students will be admitted for free. For further information, call (860)486-4460.
BAD WEATHER ARRANGEMENTS: If weather requires cancellation, FOSA will post notice on
WTIC (AM 1080) and on Channel 3 by 10 AM. RAIN/SNOW DATE: Sunday January, 25, 2009
DIRECTIONS TO SMITH MIDDLE SCHOOL IN GLASTONBURY
From 91 South & 91 North:
1. Take Exit 25 (Putnam Bridge-Glastonbury Rte 3) and follow to Route 2 East/Norwich
2. Take Exit 8 off Route 2 and at end of ramp turn left onto Hebron Avenue.
3. On Hebron Avenue make left at 4th traffic light onto Eastern Blvd and follow .8 of a mile to end.
4. Smith Middle School will be directly in front of you - Park in Visitor Parking Lot on the left.
From 84 East or West:
1. Take Route 2 East off 84
2. Take Exit 8 off of Route 2 and follow steps 2-4 in directions above.
From Route 2 West:
1. Take Exit 8 off Route 2 and turn right at end of ramp.
2. At light, take right turn unto Hebron Avenue
3. Go about .25 miles and turn left at 2nd light onto Eastern Blvd. and follow steps 3 & 4 in directions above.
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